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DROPS ANALYSIS 

Future of Peace Talks Gloomy as Afghan State Is Sidelined in Talks 

with the Taliban  

 

By Bismellah Alizada, Deputy Director of DROPS  

 
January 2019 was a busy month for Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad, the U.S. 

Special Representative for Afghanistan Reconciliation, and Omar Daudzai, 

Special Representative on Regional Affairs for Peace Consensus appointed by 

President Ashraf Ghani. Khalilzad and Daudzai travelled to regional countries to 

discuss the Afghan peace talks in an attempt to garner regional support and 

consensus on a negotiated end to the prolonged Afghan conflict--each of them 

advancing the agenda of the government’s they represent, which do not seem to 

converge at this juncture of the process. While Khalilzad’s direct talks with the 

Taliban is gaining momentum, the Afghan government, feeling sidelined from the 

process, has undertook a series talks with regional countries in an attempt to 

reclaim its position and garner regional support.  

 

Khalilzad engaged with the Taliban directly and held several rounds of 

negotiations, predominantly focused on the issues of US withdrawal from 

Afghanistan and assurances by the Taliban that Afghan territory will not be used 
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against the U.S. During the latest round of talks held between Khalilzad and the 

Taliban delegation over six days in Qatar, there were reports that both sides 

reached an agreement in a “framework in principle” on the above two 

mentioned issues. Some sources even reported a claim made by a Taliban 

representative that the US will withdraw half of its troops by April 2019, which 

was later denied by Khalilzad.  

 

Immediately after the Doha round of talks,  both the Taliban and the U.S. envoy 

stated that “significant progress” had been made during the six days of intense 

talks. However, the significant of this progress was lost on Afghans, who felt that 

progress would have denoted a cease-fire and direct talks with the Afghan state 

which did not happen. In response to this, Khalilzad in an interview with the 

local One TV reiterated that, “Nothing is agreed until everything is agreed, and 

“everything” must include an intra-Afghan dialogue and comprehensive 

ceasefire.” What this means is that the two parties were not able to reach an 

agreement over a cease-fire and entering an intra-Afghan dialogue. According to 

a special interview in local Pashto language with Abbas Stanekzai, the senior 

Taliban negotiator, said the two sides agreed to meet on 25 February in Doha 

where technical committees commissioned by the two parties, would present 

their plans for facilitating troop withdrawal by US and how the Taliban would 

assure Afghan territory would not be used in the future to attack the U.S.  

 

Moreover, the notion of “intra-Afghan” dialogue has remained too ambiguous. 

First, different parties to the conflict are defining intra-Afghan in different way, 

is there a single definition available? Second, in what role, position and with 

what responsibilities would the Afghan government participate in this dialogue 

since the Taliban have adamantly refused to sit with them?  Second, how will the 

parties ensure inclusivity is upheld in an intra-Afghan dialogue? If the 

composition of the Moscow conference is any sign of the inclusivity parties will 

support then Afghans have much to remain worried about.  

 

Despite these developments and the rapid momentum U.S.-Taliban talks have 

taken, key issues remain unclear. These issues include the position and fate of 

the Afghan state, its young democracy, its Constitution and the fundamental 

rights of citizens enshrined therein. Without clarity on these issues, Afghans will 

continue to remain deeply concerned and unless the U.S. can facilitate direct 

talks with the Afghan state its talks will hit an impasse.  

 

To conclude, the peace talks will face a deadlock unless there is enough clarity 

on the these three issues: (a) the role and position of the Afghan state in further 

talks, (b) a clear definition of what intra-Afghan dialogue will look like and who 
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it will include, and (c) what will happen to the gains of the past 18 years 

including the Afghan constitution, the fledgling democracy and citizens rights.  

 

Research Studies by Afghan Think-Tanks and Organizations   

On Thursday 8 November 2018, the Afghan Institute for Strategic Studies (AISS), 

launched its recent research paper entitled “The Fallacy of Peace Process in 

Afghanistan: the People’s Perspectives”. The paper is aims to discuss 

Afghanistan’s peace processes post-2001, as well as the level of awareness on 

the peace process, people’s perception of the Taliban and evaluation of the 

current peace process.  

 

To download the full report, click here.  

 

OPINION PIECES & COMMENTARIES 

Time to Get Out of Afghanistan 

 

By Robert D. Kaplan 

 

The decision by President Trump to 

withdraw 7,000 of the roughly 14,000 

American troops left in Afghanistan, 

possibly by summer, has raised new 

concerns about his impulsive behavior, 

especially given his nearly 

simultaneous decision to pull out all 

American forces from Syria against the 

advice of Defense Secretary Jim Mattis. 

But the downsizing of the Afghan 

mission was probably inevitable. 

Indeed, it may soon be time for the 

United States to get out of the country 

altogether. 

 

Read more ... 

 

The Peace Process Should Not 

Be at the Cost of Human Rights 

 

By Zaman Sultani  

 

There is suddenly a rush to establish a 

peace process in Afghanistan. The 

United States of America has installed 

Zalmay Khalilzad, a special envoy, who 

has been shuttling between various 

regional capitals, seeking to rally 

different stakeholders. At the same 

time, President Ashraf Ghani appears 

to be running a parallel effort, which 

began with his “Achieving Peace: The 

Next Chapter in the Afghan-lead Peace 

Process” proposal at the Geneva 

Conference late last year. Neither 

effort, however, has addressed key 

human rights concerns.  

 

Read more … 
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Agonizing Over Afghanistan  

 

By Richard N. Haass 

 

NEW YORK – After more than 17 years, 

the time has come to accept two 

important truths about the war in 

Afghanistan. The first is that there will 

be no military victory by the 

government and its American and NATO 

partners. Afghan forces, while better 

than they were, are not good enough 

and are unlikely ever to be capable of 

defeating the Taliban. This is not 

simply because government troops lack 

the unity and often the professionalism 

to prevail, but also because the 

Taliban are highly motivated and enjoy 

considerable backing at home and from 

Pakistan, which provides it critical 

support and sanctuary. 

 

Read more ... 

Trump Leaves Behind Mess for 

Afghans to Clean Up  

 

By Ashley Jackson  

 

Fears that U.S. President Donald Trump 

would decide to reverse course and 

withdraw troops from Afghanistan are 

not new. But the latest reports of 

dramatic plans to bring back 7,000 

troops has shocked several sources I 

have spoken to in the U.S. and Afghan 

governments. The withdrawal 

represents nearly half of all U.S. forces 

in Afghanistan, slashing its armed 

presence down to its lowest levels 

since 2002. The news broke a day after 

Trump’s decision to pull forces from 

Syria and hours after the resignation of 

Defense Secretary James Mattis was 

made public. 

 

Read more ... 

What Will Be the Fate of 

Trump’s Afghan Campaign? 

 

By Aaron O'Connell 

 

On Dec. 21, 2018, President Donald 

Trump surprised his own closest 

advisors by deciding to pull troops out 

of Syria and to reduce the 14,000 

American troops in Afghanistan by half 

— a radical reversal of his August 2017 

commitment to increase troops and to 

“never let up until [the terrorists] are 

dealt a lasting defeat.” Two weeks 

later, the president later gave some 

indication of the reasons for his 

reversal in a televised cabinet 

meeting. It’s impossible to summarize 

Diagnosing the Impasse in the 

Afghan Peace Process  

 

By Ahmad Murid Partaw  

 

After 18 years of war in Afghanistan, 

the country still remains a key security 

challenge for the United States with 

various counter-terrorism implications 

in a chaotic region. The Afghan conflict 

has continued for nearly two decades 

and has been enormously costly not 

only on the people and government of 

Afghanistan, but also on its coalition 

partners. 

The United States has been actively 
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the president’s arguments, which took 

more twists and turns than a corn 

maze, but at the heart of the matter 

seems to be the issue of cost.  

 

Read more … 

 

involved in the country since its 

intervention to topple the Taliban 

regime in 2001. When President Donald 

Trump took office in January 2017, 

there were still hopes in Washington 

that with adopting a new strategy and 

sending more troops, it would be 

possible to turn the tide of the 

Taliban-led insurgency. 

Read more ... 

The real challenge for 

Afghanistan isn’t negotiating 

with the Taliban 

 

By Barnett R. Rubin  

 

President Trump’s willingness to 

withdraw U.S. military forces from 

Afghanistan opened the way for peace 

negotiations between the Taliban and 

U.S. officials. Trump deserves credit 

for discarding the Washington dogma 

that the United States must maintain 

an indefinite military presence in 

Afghanistan in pursuit of an 

ever-receding position of strength. As 

of this week, a framework agreement 

on U.S. troop withdrawal and Taliban 

counterterrorism guarantees seems to 

be emerging from the talks. 

 

Read more … 

 

Interpreting the U.S. Talks with 

the Taliban 

 

By Laurel Miller, Borhan Osman and 

Graeme Smith  

 
Last week’s six-day talks between the 

U.S. and Taliban were the clearest sign 

yet that the U.S. is intent on 

withdrawing its forces from 

Afghanistan, and that the Taliban and 

its regional allies perceive that intent 

as an opportunity. It is early to draw 

conclusions but the signals from Doha 

inspire optimism about ending 

America’s longest war. A U.S. and 

NATO troop withdrawal has long been 

the Taliban’s top demand and the 

driving rationale for the insurgency.  

 

Read more ... 

NEWS 

Ryan Crocker: The Taliban Will 

‘Retake the Country’ 

 

To Slow U.S. Exit, Afghanistan 

Leader Offers Trump a Cost 

Reduction 
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Interview by Michael Hirsh  

 

Ryan Crocker is one of America’s most 

respected and honored diplomats, a 

recipient of the Presidential Medal of 

Freedom. In a foreign service career 

that spanned four decades, Crocker 

served as U.S. ambassador to 

Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, Syria, 

Kuwait, and Lebanon. As a political 

attache, he survived the 1983 embassy 

bombing in Beirut. In a conversation 

with Foreign Policy, Crocker discusses 

why he believes the Trump 

administration’s reported framework 

deal with the Taliban is a betrayal of 

the democratically elected Afghan 

government that Washington has spent 

nearly two decades propping up. He 

says it will leave the Taliban in control 

of Afghanistan—as the Islamist 

movement was when Osama bin Laden 

struck the United States in 2001. 

 

Read more ... 

 

By Mujib Mashal 

 
KABUL, Afghanistan — Unnerved by 

fears of a rushed American deal with 

Taliban insurgents, President Ashraf 

Ghani of Afghanistan sent a letter on 

Tuesday to President Trump offering 

him reduced costs for keeping United 

States troops in the country. 

The letter, confirmed by three officials 

and described by one who had seen its 

contents, is among the strongest signs 

yet that Mr. Ghani is worried about the 

consequences of an abrupt American 

withdrawal from an intractable war 

that has lasted nearly two decades. 

Mr. Ghani has made no secret of his 

concern about a hasty American exit by 

an increasingly impatient Mr.  

 

Read more ... 

 

US-Taliban talks put India in 

tight spot 

NEW DELHI: With the US and 

Taliban making “significant” progress 

in their talks in Doha, India’s own 

position on the Taliban is coming under 

scrutiny. 

 

According to reports that are mainly 

attributed to Taliban sources, the 

US-Taliban talks have moved forward 

after Taliban appointed Mullah Abdul 

Ghani Baradar as the lead negotiator 

from their side. There has been talk of 

a ceasefire, as US negotiator, Zalmay 

Why Russian President top 

envoy is coming to Pakistan? 

ISLAMABAD: Russian Presidential Envoy 

to Afghanistan, Zamir Kabulov, will 

arrive in Islamabad today on a two-day 

visit to hold key meeting on 

Afghanistan endgame. 

 

Sources informed that the visit of Mr. 

Kabulov was planned after both the 

countries expressed desire to hold a 

meeting on Afghan peace process. 

The visit will allow the Russian envoy 

to exchange views with his Pakistani 

counterparts on the Afghan situation 
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Khalilzad said, some have talked of a 

US withdrawal in 18 months, others 

have said the Taliban has committed to 

not prove sanctuary to Al Qaeda and 

Daesh among other international terror 

groups. Khalilzad himself ruled out any 

talk of an “interim” government, 

emphasizing he was trying to facilitate 

an intra-Afghan dialogue. But, as he 

has himself tweeted, nothing is done 

until it is done. 

 
Read more ... 

and US talks with the Taliban.  

 

Zamir Kabulov will meet top officials at 

the Foreign Office, sources said. 

On Jan 27, Foreign Minister Shah 

Mehmood Qureshi said that Pakistan’s 

efforts helped bringing the United 

States and the Taliban to a negotiation 

table.  

 

Read More … 
 

US, Taliban Talks A Major 

Diplomatic Victory: Pakistan’s 

FM 

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Shah 

Mehmood Qureshi on Sunday said last 

week’s talks between the United States 

and the Taliban was a "major 

diplomatic victory". This came after six 

days of talks between the US and 

Taliban – talks that were originally 

scheduled for only two days.  

Read more ... 

US Peace Envoy Visits Kabul To 

Consult On Talks With Taliban  

US special envoy Zalmay Khalilzad 

arrived in Kabul on Sunday to try to 

secure cooperation from Afghanistan’s 

president after breakthroughs in peace 

negotiations with Taliban leaders in 

Qatar. With Khalilzad and his boss US 

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, as 

well as Taliban officials, hailing 

progress toward ending America’s 

longest war, he must now win over 

President Ashraf Ghani — whose 

government the Taliban have so far 

kept out of the process. 

 
Read more ... 

Ex-Jihadi Commanders Want 

Dialogue with Taliban  

Taliban should talk with the Afghan 

government and with former jihadi 

commanders if they really want to end 

the war and join the peace process, a 

Nothing Is Agreed Until 

Everything is Agreed: Khalilzad 

US Special Representative for 

Afghanistan Reconciliation Zalmay 

Khalilzad says he had “more 

productive” meetings than in the past 
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number of ex-jihadi commanders in 

Parwan province said on Sunday.  

These ex-jihadi commanders had been 

speaking at a ceremony 

commemorating the death anniversary 

of about 1,200 people who were killed 

in an attack by Soviet Union soldiers in 

January 1989 in Parwan’s Salang 

district. 

 

Read more ... 

in Qatar as he left Doha on Saturday to 

visit Kabul for “consultations”. 

“Meetings here were more productive 

than they have been in the past. We 

made significant progress on vital 

issues,” he said in a tweet on Saturday 

night.  

Khalilzad said he made “significant 

progress on vital issues”. 

 

Read more ... 

Taliban appoints new political 

leader to join U.S.-Taliban 

peace talks  

KABUL/PESHAWAR, Pakistan (Reuters) - 

A co-founder of the Taliban was 

appointed as the leader of its political 

office in Qatar on Thursday to 

strengthen its hand in peace talks with 

the United States as they try to 

establish a mechanism to end the 

17-year Afghan war.   

 

Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar was 

released from a prison in Pakistan in 

October last year has been authorized 

to lead the political team and take 

decisions, two Taliban sources in 

Afghanistan said.  

 

Read more ... 

Taliban Assues U.S. It Opposes 

Use of Afghanistan as Platform 

for Terrorists  

KABUL—In a landmark concession, the 

Taliban has reassured the U.S. that it 

opposes any attempts by militant 

groups to use Afghanistan to stage 

terrorist attacks abroad, a person 

familiar with the pledge said, as talks 

to end the 17-year Afghan war entered 

a fourth day. 

 

Still under discussions in the talks 

between the insurgents and American 

Diplomats in the Gulf state of Qatar 

are a cease-fire and the future of 

American forces in Afghanistan, 

including the withdrawal of some or all 

of the approximately 14,000 U.S. 

forces.  

 

Read more ... 

Taliban Rejects Reports on 

Islamabad Talks  

Taliban has rejected reports which say 

their representatives will hold talks 

Pakistan ‘Decides’ to Host 

US-Taliban Talks: Reports  

Reports by Pakistani media say that 

officials in Islamabad have agreed to 
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with US Special Representative for 

Afghanistan Reconciliation Zalmay 

Khalilzad in Pakistan.  

  

A Taliban spokesman Zabihullah 

Mujahid in a tweet called report as 

rumors ane said the group will not hold 

talks with US officials in Islamabad. 

Pakistan’s Geo News reported on 

Friday that US Special Representative 

for Afghanistan Reconciliation Zalmay 

Khalilzad, who visited Islamabad on 

Thursday, has told Pakistan Foreign 

Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi that 

Taliban were reluctant in meeting the 

Afghan government and announcing a 

ceasefire. The report says that 

Khalilzad has asked Islamabad to play 

its role. 

 

Read more ... 

hold talks between US and Taliban 

officials as the group “refuses” to meet 

the Afghan government delegation. 

Pakistan’s Geo News reported that US 

Special Representative for Afghanistan 

Reconciliation Zalmay Khalilzad, who 

visited Islamabad on Thursday, has told 

Pakistan Foreign Minister Shah 

Mahmood Qureshi that Taliban were 

reluctant in meeting the Afghan 

government and announcing a 

ceasefire. The report says that 

Khalilzad has asked Islamabad to play 

its role. 

 

Geo News quotes diplomatic sources as 

saying that Pakistan decided to invite 

the Taliban to go to Islamabad and 

hold talks there.  

 
Read more ... 

Imran Khan’s Government Sees 

‘No Role’ for India in 

Afghanistan  

Pakistan Foreign Office spokesperson 

said Thursday that India has no role in 

Afghanistan adding that Islamabad 

played a key role in arranging direct 

talks between the US and the Taliban 

to find a peaceful solution to the 

Afghan conflict. 

Speaking at the weekly briefing, 

Mohammad Faisal said Pakistan always 

maintained that the solution to the 

conflict in Afghanistan lies in an 

Afghan-led and Afghan owned peace 

process. 

 

Read more ... 

Pakistan frees another senior 

Taliban leader  

 
Pakistan on Tuesday released a senior 

Afghan Taliban leader who was taken 

into custody from Peshawar a few days 

ago, Taliban sources said. 

Hafiz Mohibullah is the member of a 

Taliban political commission and has 

taken part in several rounds of peace 

talks. Taliban officials said they do not 

know as to why he was arrested at a 

time when Taliban and the US were 

engaged in talks to find out a political 

solution to the Afghan conflict. 

 

Read more ... 
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Khalilzad in Kabul for Talks on 

‘Next Steps’ for Afghan Peace  

The United States Special 

Representative for Afghanistan 

Reconciliation Zalmay Khalilzad is in 

Kabul for the third time in less than 

four months after he was appointed to 

the post “to facilitate peace talks 

between Afghan government and the 

Taliban”. Khalilzad’s third multi-nation 

trip on Afghan peace was started on 

January 8 and will continue through to 

Jan. 21, the US Department of State 

has said.  

 

The US Embassy in Kabul in a 

statement said Khalilzad will hold talks 

with President Ashraf Ghani and Chief 

Executive Abdullah Abdullah as well as 

political leaders “to discuss the next 

steps in US efforts to support and 

facilitate an Afghan-led and 

Afghan-owned peace process in 

Afghanistan, empowering the Afghan 

people to chart a shared course for 

their nation’s future”. 

 

Read more ... 

Women Meet to Launch 

Advocacy Campaign or Women 

in the Peace Process  

Kabul, Afghanistan – More than 75 

women members of Provincial Peace 

Councils (PPCs) met in Kabul today to 

plot a strategy to advocate for the 

interests of women in the peace 

process. Over 120 Promote Musharikat 

“Women in Peace” Coalition activists 

and influential religious leaders joined 

the conversation to review how women 

will be linked and consulted in the 

process, to assess PPC members’ 

negotiation and collaboration skills, 

and to plan how to most effectively 

advocate for women’s interests. After 

a two-day working session, the 

participants presented their national 

campaign plan to senior stakeholders 

at the Government Media and 

Information Center (GMIC). 

 

Read more ... 

Taliban Talks: Pakistan arrest 

‘sends militants message’  

Pakistan has detained a senior Afghan 

Taliban member in an attempt to put 

pressure on the militants amid talks 

with the US, sources in the group say. 

Hafez Mohibullah, religious affairs 

minister when the Taliban ran 

Afghanistan before 2001, was held in 

Peshawar, the sources told the BBC. 

US officials due today for talks 

on Afghan peace process  

WASHINGTON: Two key US officials — 

special envoy Zalmay Khalilzad and 

Deputy Assistant to the US president 

Lisa Curtis — are expected in Islamabad 

on Tuesday for talks aimed at ensuring 

the success of a US-backed peace 

initiative for Afghanistan. 

https://www.tolonews.com/afghanistan/khalilzad-kabul-talks-%E2%80%98next-steps%E2%80%99-afghan-peace
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The US has repeatedly called on 

Pakistan to end "safe havens" for the 

Taliban on its soil. 

 

Read more ... 

The US Department of State announced 

last week that Mr Khalilzad is visiting 

India, China, Pakistan and Afghanistan 

from Jan 8 for talks to “facilitate an 

intra-Afghan political settlement”. 

 Read more ... 

Kabul, Islamabad Agree on 

Ulema Meeting on Afghan Peace  

The High Peace Council (HPC) on 

Saturday said Pakistani officials in their 

meetings with Umer Daudzai, President 

Ashraf Ghani’s Special Representative 

on Regional Affairs for Consensus on 

Peace, have agreed to hold a meeting 

of Afghanistan-Pakistan religious 

scholars in the near future.  

Daudzai returned home from a four-day 

visit to Islamabad on Friday. He met 

with Pakistani officials as well as 

religious and political leaders in 

Pakistan to discuss the Afghan peace 

process.  

 

Read more ... 

Peace Process Must Be Led By 

Afghans: India Tells US 

The US Special Representative for 

Afghanistan Reconciliation Zalmay 

Khalilzad met India’s External Affairs 

Minister Sushma Swaraj and Foreign 

Secretary Vijay Gokhale in New Delhi 

on Friday where they discussed the 

Afghan peace process and the situation 

in Afghanistan.  

  

In this meeting, Indian officials 

emphasized that the peace and 

reconciliation process in the 

Afghanistan “must be Afghan-led, 

Afghan-owned and Afghan-controlled”. 

 

Read more …  

Daudzai Discusses Afghan Peace 

with Pakistani Religious Leader 

President Ghani's Special Envoy Umer 

Daudzai met Siraj-ul-Haq, head of 

Jamaat-e-Islami party, on Thursday 

during his four-day visit to Pakistan, 

the High Peace Council said in a 

statement on Friday.  

   

During the meeting, the two sides 

discussed key and practical issues for 

Islamabad Wants Taliban to Talk 

with Afghan Government: 

Qureshi 

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Shah 

Mahmood Qureshi said Islamabad wants 

the Taliban to give up their refusal to 

talk to the Afghan government so that 

a political settlement of the 

17-year-old conflict could be 

negotiated.  

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-46865955
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achieving peace in Afghanistan, read 

the statement.  

 

Read more …  

“We want them to sit together. It is for 

Afghans to sort out their problems and 

as long as they do not sit down and talk 

to each other, outsiders can do little to 

help them,” Qureshi said as quoted by 

Dawn in a report published on Friday. 

 

Read more …  

Iran says Taliban must have 

Afghan role, but can’t dominate  

NEW DELHI (Reuters) - The Taliban 

must have a role in Afghanistan in 

future, Iran’s foreign minister said on 

Wednesday, but added that the 

hardline Islamist group should not have 

a dominant role.Efforts for a 

negotiated settlement of the 18-year 

war in Afghanistan have gathered pace 

in recent weeks, even as reports that 

U.S. President Donald Trump plans to 

withdraw thousands of U.S. troops have 

triggered uncertainty in Kabul.  

 

Read more …  

The US is greatly downplaying 

the size of the Afghan Taliban  

Official estimates of the Afghan 

Taliban's manpower are wildly off the 

mark and the Taliban is likely as strong 

now as it was at the start of the Afghan 

war in 2001. 

The US government is significantly 

underestimating the size of the 

Taliban, experts tell TRT World, which 

has around three times as many 

fighters as official estimates say, along 

with tens of thousands of support 

personnel. 

 

Read more …  

Afghan ‘Peace Plan’ Revealed in 

Leaked Document  

TOLOnews has seen a detailed 

document that has been prepared as a 

potential peace agreement between 

the United States, the Taliban and the 

Afghan government. 

US-based research center The RAND 

Corporation, a non-govt organization, 

has developed the draft agreement and 

the document has been shared with 

several senior Afghan officials and 

US Has No Choice Except 

Changing Its Afghan Policy: Iran 

he United States has no other choice, 

but to change its strategy in 

Afghanistan, Secretary of Iran's 

Supreme National Security Council 

(SNSC) Ali Shamkhani said on Monday. 

  

According to Shamkhani, despite its 

17-year military presence in 

Afghanistan, the US has failed to 

achieve its objectives in the country. 
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politicians in Kabul as well 

stakeholders in the region. 

 

Read more …  

Read more …  

Pakistan, Turkey Prime 

Ministers Discuss Afghan Peace  

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Shah 

Mahmoud Qureshi met Turkish Foreign 

Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu in Ankara on 

Friday, Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry said 

in a statement. 

Their visit comes amid increasing 

efforts by the Afghan government and 

the international community, US on the 

top, for a political settlement to the 

war in Afghanistan.   

 

Read more …  

Govt ‘Has Preconditions’ for 

Attending Jeddah Talks  

The High Peace Council (HPC) on Friday 

said the date of Jeddah talks on the 

Afghan peace has not been specified 

but added that the Afghan government 

has “precondition” for sending its 

delegation to the meeting.   

The date of the Jeddah talks will be 

specified by Saudi Arabia in 

collaboration with other participants of 

the meeting, said Ehsan Taheri the HPC 

spokesman. 

 

Read more …  

Iranian diplomat in Kabul after 

holding talks with Taliban  

Iran's deputy foreign minister for 

political affairs, Abbas Araghchi, 

arrived in Kabul on Saturday, nearly a 

week after he held talks with the 

Taliban in Tehran. 

The diplomat met with President 

Ashraf Ghani in the presidential palace 

where they discussed the importance 

of state-to-state relations, Afghan-led 

and Afghan-owned peace process and 

better use of Chabahar port, the 

president's office said in a statement. 

 

Read more …  

Taliban seek venue change for 

peace talks with US to Qatar  

The Taliban will not attend planned 

peace talks with the United States in 

Saudi Arabia this month and want to 

shift the venue to Qatar. 
The upcoming negotiations, the fourth 

in a series aimed at ending the 17-year 

war in Afghanistan, are scheduled 

between the leaders of the Taliban and 

US Special Envoy Zalmay Khalilzad to 

discuss the withdrawal of foreign 

forces and a possible ceasefire in 2019. 

 

Read more …  

Trump ‘Evaluating’ Afghanistan  Russian, Pakistan Should Fight 
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Pullout: Mike Pence  

Amid reports on a possible withdrawal 

of a “significant” number of US forces 

from Afghanistan, the US Vice 

President Mike Pence said Trump “is in 

the process of evaluating” whether to 

remove troops from Afghanistan.  

He made the remarks in an exclusive 

interview with Fox News. The Fox News 

said in a report that Pence vowed that 

the military’s withdrawal from Syria 

will be conducted in an “orderly 

fashion.” 

 

Asked whether Trump would similarly 

pursue an Afghanistan withdrawal, as 

he has reportedly been debating, 

Pence said only that the idea was 

under active consideration. 

 

Read more …  

 

in Afghanistan: Trump 

Amid reports on a possible withdrawal 

of American troops, the US President 

Donald Trump at a cabinet meeting on 

Wednesday insisted on regional 

countries' role in Afghanistan and said 

that Russia and Pakistan should be 

fighting in Afghanistan, not the United 

States. 

 

“So you take a look at other 

countries—Pakistan is there. They 

should be fighting. But Russia should be 

fighting. The reason Russia was in 

Afghanistan was because terrorists 

were going into Russia. They were right 

to be there. The problem is it was a 

tough fight,” Trump said. 

 

Read more …  
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