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Newsletter January

Our Activities:

o DROPS signs MoU with the Afghanistan Civil
Service Institute (ACSI).

o DROPS Director meets the Head of the EU
Delegation for Afghanistan.

o DROPS Senior Researcher participates in Panel
on ‘Quality Research in Afghanistan’ at AUAF.

o DROPS announces call for application for its
“Policy Analysis and Gender-Lens Workshop for
2020."

Organization for Policy Research and Development Studies (DROPS) is an independent and multidisciplinary policy-
oriented research organization based in Kabul, Afghanistan.
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DROPS NEWS

Afghanistan Civil Service Institute (ACSI) and
DROPS sign an MoU.

On January 26, Afghanistan Civil Service Institute
(ACSI) and the Organization for Policy Research and
Development Studies signed a memorandum of
understanding to boost cooperation in the areas of

Policy Research and Policy training for Civil Servants.

DROPS Director attends discussion with the Head
of Delegation of the European Union to
Afghanistan.

On January 30, 2020, DROPS Executive Director
Mariam Safi participated, along with representatives
from Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit
(AREU) and the Liaison Office (TLO) met with
Ambassador Pierre Mayaudon and discussed
mechanisms that could help increase civil society,
youth, women, and victim’s voices and representation

in Track-I forums.

DROPS Senior Researcher participate in Panel on
‘Quality Research in Afghanistan’ at AUAF.

On January 22, 2020, DROPS Senior Research Officer
Aziz Koshan participated in a panel discussion on
“Quality Research in Afghanistan” at the First Annual
Conference and exhibition at the American University
of Afghanistan. Mr. Koshan talked about the need for
research organizations in Afghanistan to align their
studies based on the need of the Afghan Government

in matters of policy development and policy research.

DROPS announced call for application for its
“Policy Analysis and Gender-Lens Workshop for
2020.”

On January 25, 2020, DROPS announced Call for
Applicants for its second round of “Policy Analysis
and Gender-Lens Workshop for 2020” to enroll
female employees of the government civil society and

the university students.

Call for Applicants
Policy Analysis and Gender-Lens Workshop 2020
ization for Policy Research and D Studies

The Organization for Policy Research and Development Studies (DROPS) is a
local research organization committed to ideas and
values by producing policy research, training and advocacy that offers policymakers
with sound altemative solutions to national issues.

DROPS is holding a 4-Month Policy Analysis and Gender- Lens Workshop over
Ten sessions, focusing on policy development and implementation for
current/future female leaders in Kabul, Afghanistan.

Key outcomes of the Workshop:
Workshop participants will author a joint policy study that will be
published by DROPS;

« The policy study will be disseminated to all national and international
policymakers;

Who can apply for the Workshop?
« Female students who have a bachelor’s degree and/or are currently
enrolied in a Master's Program in any field.

—
« Civil Society of
Media and Private Sector
« Demonstrate interest in Research and Policy-making issues.
Application Procedure:
———

« Interested female applicants are required to send their CV via email to
. = et b
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1l 1st February, mentioning the “Policy Analysis and Gender-Lens
Workshop® in the subject line.



DEVELOPMENTS IN AFGHAN PEACE-PROCESS

US-Taliban Agreement Still in the Air: Disputes
about a ‘ceasefire’ versus ‘reduction of violence’
By Thomas Ruttig

Over the past few weeks, the Taleban first stoked
expectations that an agreement with the United States
was imminent, and then expressed frustration that it
was not yet signed. They had appeared to be trying to
edge forward to an agreement by offering to “scale
down military operations” against both US and Afghan
troops - and portraying this as a major breakthrough.

Read more......

Afghan Peace Talks at Risk Amid Rising US-Iran
Confrontation

By Niala Mohammad and Rikar Hussein

The escalation between the United States and Iran
over the killing of an Iranian commander now has
sparked deep concerns about prospects for the peace
process in Afghanistan, with officials and experts
warning that Iran could collaborate with the Taliban
to thwart American efforts in the war-torn country.
Read more.......
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The Pitfalls in Afghanistan’s Peace Process

By Daud Khattak

A US-Taliban peace agreement seems closer than ever,
but the whole thing could unravel when it comes time
for intra-Afghan talks.

The Taliban’s latest gesture of “scaling down” military
operations by declaring a temporary seven to 10-day
truce is believed to be the most significant
development in the 18-month negotiations between

representatives of the militia’s Qatar-based office and
the United States. Read more....

Taliban Offer to Reduce Violence in Afghanistan
Ahead of Deal with U.S

By Mujib Mashal and Taimoor Shah

The Taliban have offered a brief period of reducing
violence in Afghanistan during ongoing negotiations
with United States diplomats, three officials familiar
with the talks said on Thursday, a concession seen as
important to finalizing a preliminary peace deal
between the insurgents and the United States to end
their 18-year war.

Read more....




US envoy briefs Afghan president on peace talks
with Taliban

The United States' special envoy Zalmay Khalilzad has
told Afghan President Ashraf Ghani that there has not
been any significant progress in his peace talks with
the Taliban. However, Khalilzad said he was hopeful of
reaching an understanding with the group on
reduction of hostilities, but did not offer any
timeframe, according to a statement issued by the
presidential palace on Saturday.

Read more...

US-Taliban peace deal - so near, yet so far

In theory, a peaceful resolution to the Afghan conflict
is not so difficult to achieve and all the main parties to
the conflict agree on the need for a political
settlement. However, finding a solution everyone can
agree on has proven to be an almost unattainable task.
The US wants to keep several thousand troops in
Afghanistan even after it signs a peace deal. The
Taliban demands that all US soldiers exit the country;
and the Afghan government insists that the US troop
withdrawal should be conditional.

Read more...

Taliban offer to stand down fighters to restart
peace talks with US

By Emma Graham-Harrison

The Taliban have offered to stand down their fighters
for several days, in an effort to restart peace
negotiations with the US that were abruptly called off
last year by Donald Trump. The proposal for a seven
to 10-day halt in military operations was given to the
US peace envoy Zalmay Khalilzad on Wednesday, AP
reported. The US, which has been pushing for a
ceasefire...

Read more....

Afghan government demands complete ceasefire
with Taliban

The Afghanistan government has demanded a
complete ceasefire as a way forward for peace talks in
response to a reported 10-day truce offer by the
Taliban. On Friday, Reuters News Agency reported
that the Taliban will implement the short ceasefire
with United States troops, a reduction in violence with
Afghan forces, and hold discussions with Afghan
government officials if it reaches a deal with US
negotiators in peace talks...

Read more....
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